THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS

entirely sympathise with him. He would scarcely,
I imagine, suggest that cruelty to horses does not
exist, or even that it does not exist in the circus
world.

His other complaint is more of an " indignant
protest" than a grumble.    It is lodged against
those who allege that the training of animals to
perform necessarily involves cruelty.    Here, again,
there has certainly been cruelty, and the cruelty
should be stopped ; but there has been exaggera-
tion, and there has also been a mass of idiotic
allegations by the kind of people who enjoy sus-
pecting  other people  of wickedness,  and like
" putting a stop to things " for its own sake.
This was very forcibly borne in on myself when
I read the evidence of a witness before the official
Committee   which considered   the question  of
performing animals.   This witness categorically
stated that no dog had ever, without cruelty,
been taught to climb a ladder.    It happened that
I myself was for some years the possessor of a
lumbering   great bull-dog   who climbed every
ladder he saw.   I had not flogged him, I had not
starved him, I had not, by mingled cajolery and
kicks, compelled him to do the fiftieth time what
he had refused to do forty-nine times.   No ;  he
invented  it himself.   He  saw a child climb a
step-ladder erected in a garden, and he followed
the child.   The child came down;   the bulldog
went up alone and perched on the top.   Later
it became a habit with him to climb such ladders,
turn his clumsy carcase at the top, and then
descend.   From that he proceeded to ordinary
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